SC 5592-4-297

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT - William D. Gould Lands, Minor Subdivision.

The land consists of a tract of approximately 134 acres, fronting on the
Sassafras River and including a large portion of flooded marsh land. One unique
feature is a long narrow sand spit almost cutting off the marsh from the river.
A house and garage are located on a point of land separated from the remainder
of the high ground by a finger of marsh that extends almost to the northwesterly
property line. This point and part of the marsh make up Parcel 1 of the subdiv-
ision. The remainder of the marsh and of the high ground is divided into two
lots, Parcel 2 and 3. All parcels will be served by the existing lane along
the northwest side of the property.

The soil id Sassafras Sandy Loam, a type that is moderately well drained
with moderate permeability and erosion. The topography is considered hilly
for this section of the country, and the elevation ranges from O' at water
level to 28" at its westernmost corner. All of the land slopes towards the
marsh.

Parcels 2 and 3 contain areas of open grassland. Except for the marsh
and sand spit, the remainder of the property is wooded. The woods consist of
the normal range of native hardwoods, oak, beech, maple, locust, etc. There
is comparatively little underbrush except along the fringe of the marsh. The
small amount of scrub growth on the sand spit is flooded at high tide. The
marsh, itself, consists of native marsh grasses, only the upper parts of which
are visible at normal tide. There are some ornamental trees and evergreens
around the existing house.

The marsh land is the most critical area on this property, providing
a mursery for young fish, possibly rockfish, and a habitat for wading birds
and waterfowl. The river shore, other than the sand spit, is protected by a
concrete seawall, and it offers little attraction to wildlife. There is a
healthy squirrel population, and the area undoubtedly supports the usual small
animals such as raccoons, possums, rabbits, etc. A deer herd in the vicinity
uses the land for feeding and just passing through.

Any construction on Parcels 2 and 3 would, of necessity, be located 150!
to 200' from the edge of the marsh. Normal erosion control practises should
prevent any adverse impact on it. This subdivision should have a minimal effect
upon the flora, fauna, and water quality of the area.

Jamuary 20, 1986. William R. Nuttle.
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